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Without them, Taree 
Nothing else Reque sting Individuals and work crews 
1 need for hospitality (serving 
Matters ° your help see food, clean-up), general house 
(Really) cleaning and / or maintenance. 
Inside and outside 


Renovation 
We need do-it-yourselfers, 
carpenters, plumbers Pantry & ee i 
and electricians Toiletries Over the KU) "i 
to help with: Counter “| cena Uf 
Dingman House: pe Cereal, pours Fem. Pads Bleach Medicines , =SSSSS88 
All New Kitchen ae : Canned Fruit Tampons Dish Soap Tylenol 
Fire Escape pare a Disp. Razors Murphy’s Oil Ibuprofen 
ape S & Shaving Cream ues Miuluple 
Lazarus House: for the oups & Stews i; Pinesol Vitamins 
New Roof Berrigan Sugar : inne Toilet Cleaners Ointments 
ema 2 | Cramer Deodorant [PaPer Towels 
Ligutti House: Library Juices Toothbrushes | Brushes Donations 
Fire Escape Milk Toothpaste Sponges Cash donations are 


Cheese Toilet Paper important to pay 
Butter taxes, utilities, 
Eggs supplies and Pope Benedict on Loving Your Enemies - page 1 
Reports on peace making efforts - pages 4, 5, 6 & 7 
Review of DUCW Mike McHugh’s book - page 7 
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On the Revolution of Love It "Changes the World Without Making Noise” 


ZENIT News Agency, The World 
Seen from Rome 


VATICAN CITY, FEB. 18, 2007 
(Zenit.org ).- Here is a translation of 
the address Benedict XVI delivered 
today before reciting the midday An- 
gelus with several thousand people 
gathered in St. Peter's Square. 


Dear Brothers and Sisters! 


This Sunday's Gospel has one of 
the most typical, yet most difficult, 
teachings of Jesus: Love your ene- 
mies (Luke 6:27). 


It is taken from the Gospel of Luke, 
but it is also found in Matthew's Gos- 
pel (5:44), in the context of the pro- 
grammatic discourse that begins with 
the famous Beatitudes. Jesus deliv- 
ered this address in Galilee, at the 
beginning of his public ministry: It 
was something of a "manifesto" pre- 
sented to everyone, which Christ 
asked his disciples to accept, thus 
proposing to them in radical terms a 
model for their lives. 


But what is the meaning of his 
teaching? Why does Jesus ask us to 
love our very enemies, that is, ask a 
love that exceeds human capacities? 
What is certain is that Christ's pro- 
posal is realistic, because it takes into 
account that in the world there is too 
much violence, too much injustice, 
and that this situation cannot be over- 
come without positing more love, 
more kindness. This "more" comes 
from God: It is his mercy that has 
become flesh in Jesus and that alone 
can redress the balance of the world 
from evil to good, beginning from 
that small and decisive "world" 
which is man's heart. 


This page of the Gospel is rightly 
considered the "magna carta" of 
Christian nonviolence; it does not 
consist in surrendering to evil -- as 
claims a false interpretation of "turn 
the other cheek" (Luke 6:29) -- but in 
responding to evil with good. 
(Romans 12:17-21), and thus break- 
ing the chain of injustice. It is thus 
understood that nonviolence, for 
Christians, is not mere tactical behav- 
ior but a person's way of being, the 
attitude of one who is convinced of 
God's love and power, who is not 
afraid to confront evil with the weap- 
ons of love and truth alone. Loving 
the enemy is the nucleus of the 
"Christian revolution," a revolution 
not based on strategies of economic, 
political or media power. The revolu- 
tion of love, a love that does not base 


itself definitively in human resources, 
but in the gift of God, that is obtained 
only and unreservedly in his merciful 
goodness. Herein lies the novelty of 
the Gospel, which changes the world 
without making noise. Herein lies the 
heroism of the "little ones," who be- 
lieve in the love of God and spread it 
even at the cost of life. 


Dear brothers and sisters: Lent, 
which begins this Wednesday, with 
the rite of the distribution of ashes, is 
the favorable time in which all Chris- 
tians are invited to convert ever more 
deeply to the love of Christ. 


Let us ask the Virgin Mary, the 
docile disciple of the Redeemer, to 
help us to allow ourselves to be con- 
quered without reservations by that 
love, to learn to love as he loved us, 
to be merciful as our heavenly Father 
is merciful (Luke 6:36). 


“To you who 
hear me, I say: 
Love your ene- 


mies, do good 
to those who 


hate you.” 
Luke 6:27 
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and St Francis of Assisi 


Feb 10, 2007, DM Register 
Guttenberg, IA. 

Army Reserve Cpl. Stephen 
Shannon, who died last week 
in Iraq, chose an appropriate 
confirmation name in 2001, 
said Rev. Jerome Hanus, 
archbishop of Dubuque. Fran- 
cis. St. Francis of Assisi, 
known for gentleness and re- 
spect for others, also had a 
calling to improve understand- 
ing between Christians and 
Muslims, Hanus said at Shan- 
non's funeral Mass on Friday. 

"You can imagine how many 
times Stephen Shannon sought 
to imitate his patron," Hanus 
told about 800 people gathered 
in St. Mary's Catholic Church 
and in a nearby school audito- 
rium, where many watched on 
a television monitor, for the 
nearly two-hour Mass. 


March 8 - 14, 2007 
Cityview — DM Weekly 


Dear Editor 

I am moved to comment on 
the tragic death of Army Re- 
served Cpl. Stephen Shannon 
because time is over due for 
the moral leadership of the US 
Catholic Church to stop blur- 
ring the line between our na- 


tionalistic and patriotic fervor 
and the church's call to refrain 
from war and to embrace 
peace. 

Dubuque Archbishop Jerome 
Hanus' decision to compare 
young Stephen Shannon to St. 
Francis of Assisi is a dramatic 
illustration of the US Catholic 
Church's ambiguous stance on 
war, and the Iraq war in par- 
ticular. 

I have no reason to doubt 
that Stephen Shannon was 
"known for his gentleness and 
respect for others", nor do I 
question his motivation in fur- 
thering understanding between 
Christians and Muslims. 
Archbishop Hanus emphasizes 
the great extent to which 
Stephen Shannon sought to 
imitate his patron namesake, 
St. Francis. Sadly, this leaves 
the reader with the dubious 
view that Shannon's choices in 
his young life mirrored the 
choices made by his patron. 
And it is in this disconnect 
between a choice for war and a 
choice for peace that I take 
issue with the Archbishop’s 
remarks. 

Indeed, Shannon and St 
Francis both were military 
men, though Francis survived 


his military ordeal and young 
Shannon tragically did not. 
Francis’ gentleness and respect 
for others came from his call to 
follow God, to found the Fran- 
ciscan Order, and to live a full 
and long life in religious com- 
munity and poverty, serving 
the poor and believing and 
practicing the nonviolence of 
Jesus. And when Francis made 
his journey to Arab lands to 
"Improve understanding — be- 
tween Christians and Mus- 
lims", Francis disassociated 
himself with the ill-conceived 
Crusade he was on and al- 
lowed himself to be captured 
by his enemies. 

Though the war and occupa- 
tion in Iraq is no Crusade, it is 
no less ill-conceived. Since it's 
inception in 2003, Pope John 
Paul II called this war 
"immoral, unjust and illegal". 
In discounting the Pope on this 
important issue and ignoring 
the facts of the life of Francis 
of Assisi, Archbishop Hanus 
contributes to the blurring of 
the line between our national- 
istic and patriotic fervor and 
the Church's call to refrain 
from war and to embrace 
peace. 

Frank Cordaro DMCW 
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www.DesMoinesCatholicWorker.org 


Who We Are 


The Des Moines Catholic Worker 
Community, founded in 1976, is a 
response to the Gospel call to com- 
passionate action as summarized by 
the Catholic Worker tradition. We are 
committed to a simple, nonviolent 
life-style as we live and work among 
the poor. We directly serve others by 
opening the Dingman House as a day 
time drop-in center for those in need 
of food, clothing, toiletries, use of a 
phone, toilet, a shower or just a cup 
of coffee and conversation. We also 
engage in activities that foster social 
justice. 


Our mailing address is: 
P O Box 4551 
Des Moines IA 50305 


Houses & Community 


Bishop Dingman House 
1310 7" St 515 243-0765 


Residents: Mohamed Elkhandagawi, 
Bob Zellmer, Steve Steeples and 
Mike McHugh 


Msgr. Ligutti House 
1301 8" St 515 280-1216 


Residents: Jackie Robinson, Ed 
Bloomer, Norman Searah, Bill and 
Jack Petsche 


Lazarus House 
13178" St 515 246-1499 


Residents: Carla, Julius, Joshua, 
Jordan Dawson & Irving Schroeder 


Phil Berrigan House 

713 Indiana Ave 515 282-4781 
Residents: Frank Cordaro, 

Jacob Olsen, Mike and Fran Fuller 


The Chiapas Project 


Chiapas Mexico 
Richard Flamer 


flamerrichard@hotmail.com 


FREE. To subscribe: mail, phone or 
e mail your name and address to 
frank.cordaro@gmail.com. Pub- 
lished four times yearly. All photos 
taken by DMCW members unless 
otherwise noted. 


EDITOR’S NOTE 

As we go to print with this issue of 
the v.p. we are approaching the 4" 
anniversary of the U.S. lead war and 
occupation of Iraq, with no good end 
in sight. Fran Fuller and Ed Bloomer 
are preparing to join other Iowans on a 
bus to DC to join others from around 
the country to protest this war. 

And as I reflect on the last four 
years of my editorship of the v.p., [am 
struck by how much this war in Iraq 
has dominated the pages of our little 
community news letter. There are so 
many other issues and concerns that 
our Catholic Worker community 
could rightfully be covering in the 
pages of the v.p. 

For example, the everyday life and 
stories of our quests and friends who 
come to our drop in center deserve to 
be shared and told. Or the plans that 
are afoot to do our annual community 
garden. Reports on the many great 
volunteers who make their way to 
Dingman House to help with the work 
of hospitality certainly need to be 
passed on. And the rich Catholic 
Worker literary and spiritual traditions 
could be expounded upon as they per- 
tain to our every day lives here at the 
DMCW. 

But at last, all of these concerns 
must take a back seat to this god awful 
war. We can only imagine the count- 
less other important things individuals, 
families, communities, cities, states 
and our nation have had to put on the 
back burner because of this war. What 
are the politicians calling the cost of 
this war these days, “Our national 
blood and treasure!” 

And yet what choice do we have? In 
times of war, we who say we are for 
peace, must make our peace making 
efforts our first priority. Sadly, the war 
makers do no less. And that is why the 
theme of the U.S. led war and occupa- 
tion in Iraq and our humble efforts at 
peace making dominate the pages of 
this issue of the v.p. It is only in a 
deeply held faith that in the long run 
of human history, in the light of Christ 
and with the grace of God, the efforts 
of the peace makers will overtake the 
deeds of the makers of war. + FC 


The Bishop is coming! 


Des Moines Bishop Joseph 
Charron is coming to celebrate 
Mass on Friday April 13 at 7:30 
p.m. at the Dingman House. All 
are welcome to join us. 


Weekly Monday 
Lectionary 


Bible Study 
7 p.m at 
Berrigan House 
713 Indiana Avenue 
Des Moines, IA 


All are welcome! 


Call 282 47181 


to confirm 


WE HAVE FOLIND 
THIS PAARL 

PERVERIING 

OUR NLATIONL / 


HE iS CHRIST 


HE STIRS uP 
THE PEopLE! 


SAYING FHAT 
THE KiniG !/ 


Ade Bethune 


Catholic Peace Ministry’s Holy Week Retreat 
9:00 a.m. to noon, Saturday, March 31 
St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Student Center 


Drake Newman Community 
1150 28" Street, Des Moines 


Join us as we attempt to 
find fresh ways to understand 
the context and, therefore, the 
meaning of what occurred in 
that last week of Jesus’ 
life. Jesse Jackson in his in- 
imitable way of putting things 
has said that “the text without 
the context is pretext.” So 
also is liturgy that has been cut 
off from its original roots, as 
have our traditional ways of 
recognizing and understanding 
that week. It’s not that some 
new discovery of a lost gospel 
in the wilderness gives us the 
“real” story of what occurred, 
and its “true” meaning for then 
and now. Instead, our ap- 
proach will be to look at the 
original documents we already 
have — especially those com- 


ing from the intertestamental 
period, shortly before and 
shortly after the ministry of 
Jesus. So bring your bible, 
especially one which contains 
the books of the Apocrypha. 
Our approach will be to 
divide our time into three seg- 
ments which concentrate on 
the background, the events as 
they are recorded in the Gos- 
pels, and the early church at- 
tempt to make sense of them 
afterward. We’ll make some 
brief introductions to the 
sources we will be looking at, 
and then listen to one an- 
other’s questions and com- 
ments. It will probably be 
quickly apparent that the way 
we have memorialized that 
last week has far more to do 


No More Deaths — No Mas Muertes 
Des Moines Catholic Worker Needs Support 


By Fran Fuller, DMCW 
The No More Deaths cam- 
paign is a movement of per- 
sons and organizations of faith 
and conscience who have 
come together to stop migrant 
deaths in the desert. They take 
action to save lies and fight for 
changes that will end the hor- 
rific, daily loss of life on our 
southern border 
I would like to join in that 
effort for two or three weeks 
in June. I would work with 
the Nogales Project which 
provides deported migrants 
with food, water, medical help 


and information. Border Pa- 
trol vehicles and buses drop 
migrants off 24 hours a day - 
most in need of food and wa- 
ter and many requiring medi- 
cal attention. 

I need to raise $500 to be 
able to do this work. If you 
can help, please send a dona- 
tions to Fran Fuller, Berrigan 
CW House, 713 Indiana Ave, 
Des Moines, IA 50314. Do- 
nation of medical and food 
supplies or cash to buy these 
supplies are also needed. 
Please see website for list. 

The Nogales Project Mission 


ie suetnetogse 3 


with later dogma than it does 
with the original events as we 
are able to see them. Our tra- 
ditional ways of recognizing 
that pivotal week have engen- 
dered much mystery, and more 
guilt. Hopefully, our partici- 
pation in this retreat can pene- 
trate some of the mystery, and 
lighten unnecessary burdens of 
guilt! 

Our discussion will be led 
by Catholic Peace Ministry 
board of directors members 
Gil Dawes and Bill LeMosy. 
Gil is a Methodist pastor and 
Bill is a Presbyterian pastor. 


Call Catholic Peace Ministry, 
515-255-8114 for more infor- 
mation. 


Statement: To acknowledge 
that the suffering of migrants 
does not end when they are 
pulled out of the desert. We 
will strive to reduce death and 
suffering by giving assistance 
on the Mexico side of the jour- 
ney to deported persons and 
will be a force of hospitality 
and humanitarian aid. We will 
commit ourselves to bearing 
public witness to the stories 
and faces we encounter in 
order to expose deadly eco- 
nomic and border policies. 
www.nomoredeaths.org 


Photo (above): Fr. Tom “Tank” DeCarlo (center), Celebrating Friday night Mass. 


Every Friday evening you are 
invited to Mass or Scripture service at 
7:30 p. at Dingman House 
1310 7th Street, Des Moines, IA 

All Are welcome! 
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—- By Carla Dawson, DMCW 


Community News 


Hi, I am writing my article 
again at the last minute. I hope 
everyone is warm and safe. When 
I look at the weather on the news I 
think global warming. The 
weather in Des Moines has been 
terrible. You know it is bad when 
they close the interstate. We have 
had more snow in the last two 
weekends then we have had in the 
last four years. I can only keep 
saying to myself spring is just 
around the corner and I will be in 
the garden soon. That is some- 
times not enough to keep my spir- 
its up. Then I think about our 
guests who don’t have a roof over 
their heads or warm food or cloth- 
ing and I get over my mood real 
fast. Keep all those folks who are 
at the mercy of the elements in 
your prayers and we continue to 
do our small part to make the 
world aware of the less fortunate. 

Before I give a short update on 
what we, DMCW have been do- 
ing I want to thank all the people 
who sent donations to our com- 
munity after the Dec issue of the 
v.p. That yearly beg letter that we 
send out in the last issue of the 
v.p. raises the money we need 
through the year to pay our bills. 

A special thanks goes out to the 
family of Ed Flynn. Ed was an old 
football coach of Frank’s at DHS 
who died in Dec. The family re- 
quested that memorials be sent to 
us. Ed had many friends who 
made donations to our work. 

Fran is still working at IPN 
(Iowa Peace Network). Fran was 
gone for a month to Costa Rica. 
she’s been taking weekly Spanish 
classes for two years and didn’t 
know how much she was learn- 
ing. The opportunity came up to 
be immersed in the Spanish cul- 
ture and she could not pass it up. 
The weather was great and the 
fresh fish was plentiful. She came 
back rested and more secure in 
her ability to speak and under- 
stand Spanish. Welcome home . 

Mike is still working at the 
Kum and Go. He placed second 
in a Scrabble tournament and had 
his picture in the Des Moines 
Register. He is still working on 
the Berrigan Library and is al- 
ways grateful for the books do- 
nated to add to our collection. 

Frank and Eddie made the trip 
to D.C. on January 11. They were 
part of the National Day of Action 
to close down Guantanamo. Ed 
was arrested with 89 others in the 
DC Federal Court House and 


given a citation in the name of 
John Doe. Eddie was arrested 
here in Des Moines at Senator 
Grassley’s office, Frank was 
also arrested on the same day, 
along with a group of University 
of Iowa students at Grassley’s 
office in Cedar Rapids IA. It was 
all part of the Occupation Pro- 
ject. You can read all about it in 
this issue of v.p. 

Frank, Eddie and Fran are 
heading for So Bend at the end 
of this month for the annual 
Midwest CW Resistance Retreat. 
The retreat will end with a direct 
action civil disobedience witness 
at the ROTC building at the Uni- 
versity of Notre Dame. This will 
be a big step in challenging the 
Catholic schools to be more 
about peace and than about war. 

Berrigan house has a new 
young man named Jacob Olsen 
living there. He is a DMACC 
student who is now our new 
computer expert. Welcome 
Jacob. 

Bob is still the best bathroom 
guy. He is no longer working 
full time and is looking for a new 
job. He has a few leads for the 
spring. He is becoming quite the 
chef. His specialty is ham gravy 
and everyone seems to enjoy it. 
He is learning the route of pick- 
ing up the vegetables with Bill. 

Muhammed is still taking 
classes at DMACC. He is a 
teacher’s dream student. He is a 
very calming influence in our 
community. His back is still on 
the mend. Keep him in your 
prayers. 

Mike McHugh is still with us. 
We finally received the much 
anticipated book that he wrote. 
See Eddie review in this v.p.. 
He is perfecting his dish washing 
skills. He was noted at the Ding- 
man Dinner as being a past di- 
rector of Catholic Peace Minis- 
try. 
Steve Steeples is our newest 
Catholic Worker addition. He 
has been with us a few months. 
He is doing amazing work on the 
reorganizing of the basement. 
Welcome Steve. Try not to take 
our crazy ways to hard. 

Jackie is sill working at 
Drake. She spent some great 
time over Christmas break hang- 
ing out with her granddaughter. 
She spent a whole Saturday mak- 
ing enchiladas with our friend 
Edna. It is a very hard job mak- 


ing eight dozen enchiladas. 
Jackie and Frank spoke at St. 
John’s Catholic Church in Nor- 
walk. Since the talk she has 
been signing up volunteers to 
come and do service projects. 
Jackie and I spoke to a group of 
high school students from Our 
Lady’s Immaculate Heart 
Church. They had some very 
great questions. They were 
very mindful of all that they 
had, and wanted to know what 
they could do. They were a 
great group of students. 

Bill was busy driving back 
and forth to Iowa City to visit 
his son Jack. He doesn’t have 
to do that any more since Jack 
is back with us at Ligutti house. 
Jack is going to school at 
Scavo. It is great to have him 
back home. 

Norman is also now at 
Ligutti House. Norman spent a 
week at the New York Catholic 
Worker. He took the bus and 
loved meeting the other riders. 
He has great stories to tell about 
his walking adventures in New 
York. Read about them in Nor- 
man’s Whereabouts. 

Landon and Shawnetta have 
moved into their own apartment 
on the east side by the Capitol. 
They are doing great. They 
visit at least twice a week. 
Shawnetta is still working at 


Mercy Hospital. Landon spent 
five days in D.C. visiting Luke 
Bobbitt. He had a great time. He 
was very impressed with the sub- 
way system. That was his first 
time in a big city. 

My three sons are still alive. I 
find it trying at times to raise 
them. But I’m sure that most par- 
ents can understand that. Josh is 
going to school at Future Path- 
ways a program thru the DM Pub- 
lic School that allows students to 
work at their own pace. It seems 
to be working out very well for 
him. Jordan will soon start school 
at Scavo. I do not think my two 
youngest sons do very well with 
traditional learning. Julius is 
hardly ever around. He has been 
looking for a job. He is not taking 
classes this semester at DMACC 
and is trying to figure out what to 
do next with his life. 

Irving has been more swamped 
than usual with laundry, but he 
never complains. Even in this bad 
weather he has still continued to 
go out canning. He is truly a 
blessing. 

My niece Tiffney and her two 
daughters Teshatya and Bynea 
have been staying at Lazarus 
house.  Tiffney is moving to 
Texas in June. She is waiting for 
Bynea to graduate from high 
school before they all move. 

I am now an official full time 
student at Drake University. It is 


a very different experience than 
DMACC. There are not very 
many students my age at Drake. 
My classes are going well. I 
take twelve credits. It is very 
overwhelming sometimes. I 
have faith that I will be done 
soon. It has been a long road. I 
keep telling my self to do my 
best. The Teacher Quality Pro- 
gram (TQP) that I am in pays for 
my tuition and books. I will owe 
the Des Moines Public Schools 
two and a half years of teaching 
when I’m done. It is a great pro- 
gram. I have a wonderful men- 
tor, Yvonne Alsip who has been 
a blessing to me. I’m really 
looking forward to spring break. 
Jackie and J are planning a trip to 
Atlanta, GA. 

I hope everyone will keep us 
in their prayers and we will do 
the same. I hope everyone is 
trying to keep hope in their 
hearts, as we strive to live out 
the Gospel teaching in these dif- 
ficult ttmes. We will continue to 
work for Peace and Justice in our 
selves and in the world. May we 
continue to shine our little lights 
in these dark times. God bless 
you all for continuing to support 
our mission, to make this a world 
of sisterhood and brotherhood 
peaceful. Peace, Carla 
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Jan 27, 2007 DM Peace Rally 


“RALLY AGAINST ESCALATION OF IRAQ WAR & CALL FOR ORDERLY WITHDRAWAL OF U.S. TROOPS” 


Frank Cordaro “Cross and Oil” prop first used in Omaha NE during 1st Gulf War in 1991 


Speech by 
Frank Cordaro, DMCW 


It's an honor to be here at the 
HyVee Center, and an honor to 
speak to you, about peace and 
seeking a peaceful world. I am 
a member of the Des Moines 
Catholic Worker community. 
We've been in Des Moines over 
30 years. We are a "radical lay 
movement" in the Catholic 
Church. Yes that is what I 
said, a "radical lay movement." 
We were birthed in the 1930's 
by our founders Dorothy Day 
and Peter Maurin. We see our 
world from the bottom up, lib- 
eration theology in practice, 
from a first world setting. It is 
from this perspective, from the 
bottom up, that we exercise our 
faith and belief in the nonvio- 
lent Jesus. We are pacifists, 
militant 'in your face’ pacifists! 

I wondered why a guy like 
me was asked to talk to you 
today. In part, I believe it's be- 
cause I am an old guy, been 
around a long time - trying to 
be a peacemaker for a long 
time, too. The first time I got 
busted was at the Pentagon, in 
August of 1977, for a blood 
spilling witness. I spent 30 days 
in jail for that effort. In total 
I've done close to five years of 
jail and prison time for acts of 
civil disobedience for the cause 
of peace. So being old some- 
times brings a bit of wisdom 
and a different perspective. 

Today, I brought this cross 
and an oil can with me. I first 
used this prop during the First 
Gulf War. Its meaning is clear. 
Don't be fooled. This war in 
Iraq is all about oil, and to get 
it, we are willing to crucify 
Christ over and over again... 

Talking about perspectives... 
Gulf War #1 was the first time 
Saddam strayed off his US 
global reservation. 

Off a reservation you ask? 
Yes, we have created many 
tyrants, dictators and human 
rights violators. They do our 
bidding, our dirty work and as 
long as they do as they are told, 
they are rewarded. Did you 
know Saddam was our man for 
years? The CIA © bankrolled 
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him during the1960s. And when 
he used WMDs during his war 
with Iran, the USA did not say 
a word about it. We actually 
helped him acquire the chemi- 
cal weapons he used on the 
Kurds and Iranians in the 80s in 
his war with Iran. Ultimately, 
however, like Noriega before 
him, he ran afoul of USA inter- 
ests with the invasion of Kuwait 
in the 90s which led to the first 
Gulf War. 

In Gulf War #1, George Bush 
#1, a much smarter man than 
George Bush #2, got the whole 
world on his side, went to war 
and kicked Saddam out of Ku- 
wait. It was a just cause, but not 
a just war. Win a war, and 
Americans rarely look to see 
how it was won. 

Did you know that less than 
5,000 Kuwaitis were killed 
when Saddam invaded their 
country? Don't get me wrong, 
this was a criminal act. I in no 
way intend to condone or bless 
Saddam's takeover of Kuwait. 

Yet, in order to dislodge Sad- 
dam from Kuwait, the US killed 
as many as 200,000 Iraqis; 
thousands of them shot in the 
back as they were retreating. 

The name Timothy McVeigh 
comes to mind. Do you know 
the connection? He was a Gulf 
War One vet. His job in the war 
was burying retreating Iraqis, 
dead or alive, under a giant 
earth moving vehicle, espe- 
cially made for the military. 
And we all know what he did in 
Ok City. Less than 200 Ameri- 
cans were killed in that war. 
With a kill ratio of 1,000 to one, 
the Roman Empire would have 
been envious. 

During that same war, we 
executed a bombing campaign 
on the cities of Iraq in which we 
destroyed their water facilities, 
their electrical plants and their 
entire civilian infrastructure - 
roads, bridges and transporta- 
tion. It was these US war 
crimes that set up the humani- 
tarian crises which followed 
that war. 

Once we had Saddam pinned 
down in Baghdad, easy pick- 
ings, we stopped. Like I said, 
George Bush #1 was much 
smarter than George Bush #2. 


The USA told the Shiites in the 
south and the Kurds in the north 
to rebel, hoping they would 
finish Saddam off for us. How- 
ever, Saddam brutally put the 
rebellion down, killing tens of 
thousands of Kurds and Shiites. 
After the killing was done, the 
USA established the no-fly 
zones and put in place the infa- 
mous sanctions which led to the 
humanitarian crises I just men- 
tioned. 

Five years into the sanctions 
the UN estimated that over a 
million Iraqis had died from the 
effects, half of them children 
under five years old. When 
asked if the deaths of so many 
innocent children were worth 
the sanctions, Madeline Al- 
bright, the then US Secretary of 
State told a TV _ interviewer, 
"Yes, yes it was worth the sac- 
rifice.” 

One has to wonder for whom 
Madeline Albright was talking 
when she acknowledged that 
the deaths of half a million Iraqi 
children were “worth the sacri- 
fice”. It certainly was not worth 
it to the Iraqi families who lost 
their children. And the sanc- 
tions had no visible effect on 
Saddam. Early into the sanc- 
tions it was obvious, even to 
our own CIA, that they only 
strengthen Saddam's position in 
Iraq. And even with this awful 
history, the low point of USA 
criminal behavior in Iraq was 
still to come. 

Then 9/11 happened. You 
know the story. George Bush 
#2 took his eye off the hunt for 
Bin Laden, another renegade 
USA-made tyrant and killer. 
Bush #2 toldus that Saddam 
had WMD and that Saddam had 
a hand in the 9/11 attacks. And 
despite the entire world's oppo- 
sition, we invaded Iraq, took 
out Saddam and four years later 
we are in this quagmire. 

Let's be clear friends. This 
war was not a mistake. This war 
was not mismanaged. This war 
from the start was “immoral, 
unjust and illegal”! And these 
are not my words. These were 
the words of Pope John Paul II, 
delivered directly to George 
Bush one week before the war 
started. 


AND FRIENDS - DON'T BE 
FOOLED BY THESE POLI- 
TICIANS COMING TO 
IOWA IN THE NEXT 
YEAR. 


John Kerry was no peace 
candidate. In 2004, he was not 
against the war. He just be- 
lieved he could fight the same 
war better than George. 

The problems we face as a 
nation today were created by a 
bi-partisan consensus of both 
the Democrats and the Repub- 
licans. The Nuclear Arms race, 
the Cold War, where millions 
of 3 World peoples were 
killed in surrogate wars, the 
Vietnam War, all of these 
were bi-partisan efforts. In- 
deed, the 40 years of dirty 
wars in Latin American, where 
the USA backed, trained and 
kept in power "Saddam look- 
a-like" dictators, human rights 
violators, butchers and mur- 
derers, was sustained by bi- 
partisan majorities. Does the 
name School of Americans 
ring a bell? 

The USA position today, as 
the singular World Empire 
with military bases in more 
than 100 countries and a mili- 
tary budget equal to the com- 
bined military budgets of all 
other countries in the world, is 
the product of a bi-partisan 
consensus. 


AND, DON'T BE FOOLED 
ABOUT VOTING EITHER. 


Even if we had fair and open 
elections, where every vote 
really counted and money did 
not buy our elections (which is 
not the case) voting is nothing 
more than you putting in your 
ante in the "poker game" of 
being a_ responsible citi- 
zen. And just like in the game 
of poker, your "ante", your 
vote, is never enough to win. 
You've got to play the cards 
your dealt. And to win, you 
have to put in more than an 
ante; you have to place a bet to 
win the pot in electoral politics 
in America. 

As good as my friend and 
neighbor Ed Fallon is, he and 
others politicians like him will 
only be as good as we push 
them to be. Simply getting 
them elected will never be 
enough. They will need people 
like us in front of them, push- 
ing them all they way to 
peace.... 

The ancient wisdom of the 
Greek philosophers states that 
"The first casualty of war is 
the truth." And we all know 
that if the truth mattered we 
would not be in this war in the 
first place. 

Lies got us into this war in 
Iraq.... and blood keeps us in 
it. Since the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan began, over 
10,000 Iowans have left the 
state to fight in these wars of 
the empire. 10,000 fathers, 
mothers, brothers and sisters 
have left their families, their 
jobs and their communities for 
months on end. Hundreds have 
come back home wounded 
physically and mentally. They 


come back crippled for life, 
physically from the wounds of 
bombs and bullets and mentally 
from the cruelties of killing and 
war making. And so far, 
50 have made the ultimate sac- 
rifice and returned home in 
coffins. Though mislead and 
lied to — their sacrifice must be 
respected 

Let’s not forget that George 
Bush won the State of Iowa in 
the presidential elections of 
2004 with the blood and per- 
sonal sacrifice of the Iowans 
who left our state to fight his 
wars. 

We in the peace movement 
need to make our own personal 
sacrifices. Having the truth on 
our side and knowing the facts 
and history alone is_ not 
enough. Hearts will change and 
bad policies will be reversed 
only when we in the peace 
movement start taking some 
risk and putting our lives on the 
line to stop this war. Then we 
can begin to change our nation's 
imperial global designs and 
return to being a true republic, 
one nation in the community of 
nations. Perhaps then we can 
join the rest of the world's peo- 
ples, working together to rid 
the world of the scourge of war, 
poverty and injustice. 

When I was a parish priest, 
people use to ask me, "Father, 
do you have to do civil disobe- 
dience?" And I answer, "No, 
you do not have to do civil dis- 
obedience, but it's the American 
way, as American as mom's 
apple pie." Exercising our right 
of free speech in expressing 
dissent, attending rallies, pro- 
testing and doing civil disobedi- 
ence is how we change things 
in this country. All social pro- 
gress and advancement made in 
the USA, starting with the 
American Revolution was done 
through protest and civil dis- 
obedience. It's as patriotic as 
any other thing we as citizens 
can do, including defending our 
country in a just war. 

Picking up on Chet Guinn's 
invitation to go to Washington 
DC in March, for those who 
can't go to DC and do not want 
to wait till March, let me invite 
you to join the weekly vigil that 
takes place at Nollen Plaza 
every Thursday between 11:30 
am. and | p.m. These good 
people made up of Quakers, 
WILPFers, CWers and friends 
have been doing this vigil for 
nearly three years now. 

And for eight weeks, begin- 
ning Feb 8th, they will be 
joined by the local organizers of 
the National Occupation Pro- 
ject, organized by the Voices for 
Creative Nonviolence. The Na- 
tional Occupation Project is 
calling for sustained acts of 
civil disobedience to take place 
at Congressional Offices to 
impress on our elected officials 
the need to stop the funding of 
this insane war and occupation. 
If you are interested in being 
part of this occupation force in 
Iowa and exercising your patri- 
otic duty to resist this criminal 
war, contact us at the Des 
Moines Catholic Worker. 
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Dec 28th Report from STRATCom at 
OFFUTT AFB in Omaha NE 


Dec 28, 2006 Feast of the Holy Innocents 
Witness Statement at OFFUTT AFB 


This year marks the 28th year we Catholic Workers and our friends have come to 
Omaha for a two-and-a-half-day retreat to make our Christmas celebration com- 
plete by exploring the often ignored and deeper meaning of the season. 

On December 28th in the Catholic Lectionary, the Church celebrates the Feast of 
Holy Innocents, commemorating King Herod's massacre of all the male infants of 
Bethlehem. Using the Gospel of Matthew’s infant narrative, we examined the links 
between King Herod, his killing of the innocent children in Bethlehem and the mur- 
derous deeds of U.S. backed modern day Herods. 

When telling the story of the massacre of the infants, Matthew quotes the prophet 
Jeremiah, 

“A voice was heard in Ramah, sobbing and loud lamentations; Rachel weeping for 
her children, and she would not be consoled, since they were no more.” 

Jeremiah quotes Rachel, whose frightful tears spoke of the killing of the children 
of Israel, centuries before himself, to be repeated in Jeremiah's day. Matthew picks 
up the Jeremiah lament and applies Rachel's tears to the innocents of Bethlehem. 

The weeping of Rachel is repeated countless times today, in every corner of the 
world where innocent children are collateral damage, and pay the price for the 
greed of the rich and powerful. These children are the innocent victims of the politi- 
cal insecurities of the world's ruling classes. 

We know that the power structure of empires has not changed since biblical 
times. Herod in Jesus' day was backed up by the legions of the Roman armies. Our 
modern day Herods are backed up by the U.S.A. global military presence and Of- 
futt's Nuclear and Space Commands. 

It is a sad and shameful truth of our time, that in a nation that claims a Christian 
identity, that we reflect more the properties of the Roman Empire than the peace 
loving, justice seeking Jesus of the New Testament. And as such, we are more 
likely to back today's Herods and imprison and crucify today's Jesus’, 

Offutt Air Force Base has served as the home of our nation's nuclear weapons 
targeting and command headquarters for over 56 years. Today, STRATCOM at 
Offutt AFB holds the whole world under a threat of global nuclear annihilation every 
day, every hour, every minute of the year. 

As if the targeting of 8,000 nuclear weapons were not horrific enough, on October 
1, 2002, the U.S. Military Space Command was added to this hellish mission. The 
STRATCOM command facility now has the mission and ability to initiate and direct 
what it calls "Full Spectrum Global Warfare". That means the Pentagon can now 
wage war at any point on the earth's surface within minutes, directly from Offutt 
AFB. From nuclear weapons, to direct control and command of clandestine secret 
military missions, the people at STRATCOM have a direct hand in it all! 

We are here today at STRATCOM's gate filled with shame and remorse for our 
nation's anti-life, anti-peace, anti-love, anti-Christian and anti-Christmas ways. We 
come with prayers of repentance, in faith and trust in the "Spirit of Christmas" that 
found room enough in the troubled times and lands of 1st Century Palestine to birth 
Jesus into human history. We pray that same "Spirit of Christmas" can help us 
change our war making Imperial ways. 


“HEROD KILLED THE INNOCENT. STRATCOM WOULD KILL THE WORLD. 
CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS, SHUT DOWN STRATCOM." 


The 28th Annual Feast of the Holy 
Innocents Retreat and Witness at Offutt 
AFB took place as planned. Eleven peo- 
ple participated in the two and a half day 
retreat. The scriptures were studied, past 
resistance efforts at Offutt reviewed, the 
new god awful mission of STRATCom 
explored, prayers made, Eucharist cele- 
brated, old and new friendships fostered, 
community built and the spirit of Chris- 
mas invoked. 

By the time we got to Offutt's main 
entrance for the witness at noon on Dec 
28th we were 25 strong. This year as was 
the case last year, the Offutt security 
people closed down the two lane main 
entrance road and allowed us to take our 
procession up the 1/3 mile drive to the 
closed gates. This year, all security per- 
sonnel were hidden from sight. A num- 
ber of security people were out of sight 
in the guard house directly attached to 
the closed gate. 

Once we reached the closed main gate 
we read our prepared statement (see be- 
low for text) and sang a Christmas carol. 
Fr. Jim Murphy concluded our witness 
with a passionate plea to any of the per- 
sonnel who were listening, to quit their 
military jobs and come join our efforts as 


peace makers. Fr. Jim recalled a similar 
plea of Archbishop Oscar Romero made 
to El Salvadorian military personnel back 
in 1980. 

There were no line crossers this year. 
As we returned to our cars to go home, 
many of us were struck by the apparent 
lack of any visible contact with Offutt 
personnel at the gate. There was one lone 
reporter from the Omaha World Herald. 

Our efforts this year to proclaim the 
Christmas message at STRATCom seem 
to be following more closely the Gospel 
of Luke's version of the birth of Jesus. In 
Luke's story of Christmas, the baby Jesus 
is born in the most marginal and humble 
of places, far away from any place of 
importance or notice, in a barn on the 
outskirts of Bethlehem, an insignificant 
village in occupied Palestine. 

In Luke's Gospel, God sent his angels to 
deliver the proclamation of his Son's birth to 
a bunch of shepherds. It was to these shep- 
herds that the task of announcing Jesus' 
birth to the world is given. Given who shep- 
herds were and where they came from, their 
Christmas message probably received no 
more of a hearing from "the powers that 
be" than ours did at Offutt's gate this year. 
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BLOBAL STRIKE” = TERRORIST ACT 


Dec 28, 2006 at Offutt’s main gate. 
(LtoR) Mark Welsch, Marian Todd, Tim Rinne and Dagmar Hoxsie 


In the first four weeks since 
the Occupation Project, a 
“national campaign of sustained 
nonviolent civil disobedience to 
end the Iraq war,” began on Feb- 
ruary 5, more than 143 peace ac- 
tivists have been arrested in the 
offices of senators and representa- 
tives in dozens of communities 
around the country. Initiated by 
Voices for Creative Nonviolence 
(VCNV) the campaign challenges 
representatives and senators to 
publicly declare that they will 
vote against any further funding 
for the war and occupation of 
Iraq, particularly President Bush’s 
supplemental spending request for 
$93,000,000,000. Those who will 
not pledge to defund the war and 
occupation are having their of- 
fices “occupied” by constituents, 
“a considerably more benign oc- 
cupation than they are imposing, 
but uncomfortable to them none- 
theless,” suggests Mike Ferner of 
Veterans for Peace, a cosponsor- 
ing organization of the campaign. 

In Iowa the campaign began 
with a rally and press conference 
at the Des Moines Federal Build- 
ing attended by 20 citizens and 
several members of the media in 
subfreezing weather on February 
8. Letters had already been writ- 
ten to several members of Iowa’s 
congressional delegation and sev- 
eral of those in attendance entered 
the building to offer Senator 
Grassley with another chance to 
sign the pledge and avoid an oc- 


List of Iowans Arrested 
Twenty one Iowans arrested so 
far at Senator Grassley’s DM 
and Cedar Rapids offices. More 
Occupation Project actions are 
in the plans. 


6 www.DesMoinesCatholicWorker.org 
Occupation Project _the Iowa Report By Brian Terreu, cpm Dir. 


cupation. 

The senator’s continued ob- 
stinacy (no communications with 
Grassley have been directly re- 
sponded to) required a response 
and so on Monday, February 26, 
his offices in Cedar Rapids and in 
Des Moines were occupied by 
constituents offering him a chance 
to help end the war. 

A third copy of the pledge 
was given to Bob Renaud, Sena- 
tor Grassley’s State Director in 
Des Moines, who told the occupi- 
ers that he had not heard a re- 
sponse to our previous pleas to 
the senator who, Mr. Renaud ex- 
plained, was a very busy man and 
at that moment in flight to Wash- 
ington DC and could not, in any 
event, be reached. 

It was explained to Mr. 
Renaud that this was an emer- 
gency and that it was not possible 
that the senator could be involved 
in any activity more important or 
more urgent than ending the war 
of aggression against Iraq. It was 
suggested that a copy of the 
pledge be faxed to Washington 
and that the senator should sign it 
immediately upon landing. The 
occupiers would wait patiently in 
the office while the senator’s staff 
secured Mr. Grassley’s signature. 

While awaiting a_ positive 
outcome, the occupiers remained 
in the waiting room reading aloud 
the names of people who have 
died in the war in Iraq, both 
American and Iraqi, while the 


staff went about its business. In- 
stead of bringing the senator’s 
signature as was hoped, Mr. 
Renaud instead violated the con- 
stitutionally guaranteed rights of 
citizens to “peacefully to assem- 
ble, and to petition the Govern- 
ment for a redress of griev- 
ances” (not “prohibiting” or 
“abridging”) and called the po- 
lice. 

An unreasonable order to dis- 
perse was given even to those 
who did not speak but who were 
waiting to have their grievance 
heard and seven, including two 
veterans, who remained were ar- 
rested and taken away in chains. 
Constituents in Cedar Rapids had 
their rights similarly abused and 
eleven were arrested there, eight 
of whom are students at the Uni- 
versity of Iowa, one of these, 
Jashua Casteel, is a veteran who 
had been an interpreter at the Abu 
Ghraib prison. 

It was explained later in the 
media by the senator that his of- 
fice staffs in Iowa are there to 
handle constituent services only 
and not to discuss “policy” issues. 
A spurious claim to be sure but in 
any case thousands of Senator 
Grassley’s constituents are in Iraq 
now. More than fifty of his con- 
stituents have died _ there. 
“Grassley says he’s listening to 
Iowans who oppose the war” read 
a headline in The Des Moines 
Register on Thursday, March 1. If 
this was true on that Thursday it 


First Arrest at Sen Grassley’s DM Office Feb 26: 
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Dixie Web, Just Faith grad, Catholic Peace Ministry board member. 


was a positive development that 
was not true a few days before. It 
might be feared that it was no 
longer true on the next Monday 
when three from Grinnell College 
were jailed after delivering a peti- 
tion of 350 signatures calling on 
the senator not to fund the war. 

In the coming weeks before 
the funding comes to a vote Sena- 
tor Grassley will be given other 
opportunities to get on the right 
side of history as will other repre- 
sentatives around the country and 
in Iowa, including those who, as 
Mr. Grassley put it in his state- 
ment to the press have a “split 
personality” when they call for an 
end to the war but “‘they’re going 
to appropriate the money.” 

“We are insisting that if the 


One night inside the belly of the beast 


US people, who themselves have 
given mandates to elected leaders 
that they don’t want to see this 
war continue, that they can see 
through the ruse of continuing to 
sustain corporate military growth 
at the expense of so many peo- 
ple’s lives, including lives in the 
United States,” said Kathy Kelly 
of Voices for Creative Nonvio- 
lence shortly after being released 
from jail resulting from her occu- 
pation of Senator John McCain’s 
office in Washington on February 
5. “If we continue to express this 
directly and clearly through non- 
violent civil disobedience, we 
believe that elected leaders with 
conscience will pay attention.” 


by saw, I mean we were seated in 
a small room just off the holding 
tank, with a closed-circuit, split- 
screen TV. The judge could hear 
us but could not look us in the 
eye. 
We all pled not guilty and the 
magistrate said we could go. We 
were released about four hours 
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The CR 114 - Arrested at Sen Grassleys Cedar Rapids Office, Feb 26 and spent night in Jail. 


Arrested in DM, Feb 26: 
Chris Gaunt, Grinnell, Dixie 


later. The whole process was ago- 
nizingly, torturously slow. One or 
two of us would be taken out to 


Webb, Ankeny, Brian Terrell, 
Maloy, Kathleen McQuillen, 
DM, Ed Bloomer, DM, Elton 
Davis, DM, Chet Guinn, DM 


Arrested in CR Feb 26: 

(As seen in photo above, L to R) 
Frank Cordaro, DM, Timothy 
Gauger, IA City, David Good- 
ner, IA City, Megan Felt, IA 
City, John Paul Hornbeck, IA 
City, Conor Murphy, IA City, 
Andrew Alemao, IA City, Ryan 
Merz, IA City, Rosemary Per- 
saud, IA City, Joshua Casteel, 
IA City and Justin Riley, IA 
City, 


Arrested in DM. March 5: 
Lindsay Ayling, Grinnell, Brian 
Perbix, Grinnell, Chris Gaunt, 
Grinnell —her second arrest. 


For more information on what 
is happening in Iowa contact: 
Brian Terrell at 

Catholic Peace Ministry, 

E-mail Terrellepm@yahoo.com, 
Phone (515) 255 8114 


For more on the national cam- 
paign contact: 

Voices for Creative Nonviolence 
Phone: (773) 878-3815, 

E-mail: info@venv.org, 

web: www.vcnv. org 


By David Goodner, Uni Iowa 
Student and protest organizer. 


The cops had us face-first 
against a wall inside Senator 
Charles Grassley’s (R-IA) Cedar 
Rapids office on Monday, Febru- 
ary 26, during a nonviolent sit-in 
protesting the occupation of Iraq. 

Eighteen peace activists were 
arrested for criminal trespassing 
in Grassley’s offices in Cedar 
Rapids and Des Moines. Our eld- 
ers in Cedar Rapids were Frank 
Cordaro, 56, a co-founder of the 
Des Moines Catholic Worker, 
and Joshua Casteel, 27, a graduate 
student at the University of Iowa 
and a former U.S. Army interro- 
gator at Abu Ghraib who was 
eventually discharged as a consci- 
entious objector. 

Our goals were to disrupt 
business as usual and make a po- 
litical statement by putting our 
bodies on the line. Most of all we 
wanted Grassley to respond to the 
majority of Iowans, Americans, 
and the global community who 
demand that the US lead war in 
Iraq must end. The direct actions 
were part of a national Occupa- 
tion Project organized by Voices 
For Creative Nonviolence. 

UI student Megan Felt, 19, 
was standing next to me on Feb 
26 while Cedar Rapids finest 
searched and handcuffed us. She 


looked terrified. 

“Are you okay?” I asked. 

“I’m okay”, she smiled. 

That was the last I saw of Felt 
or Rosemary Persaud until Tues- 
day morning because women are 
detained separately from men. 
The next morning I learned that 
they had both been sick most of 
the night and had shared a 
“holding tank” with a number of 
women, including one who had 
given birth not more than four 
months before. The police refused 
to allow the young mother to lac- 
tate and she was uncomfortable 
most of the night, according to 
Persaud’s tearful account. 

The U.S. Federal Marshals 
assisted the Cedar Rapids Police 
by driving the detainees in un- 
marked black vans two blocks 
from the federal building to the 
county jail. One of the marshals 
recognized Cordaro, having ar- 
rested the ex-priest in Des Moines 
nearly twenty years ago for non- 
violent civil disobedience. 

The intake process was dizzy- 
ingly slow. We were stripped of 
our clothes and given orange 
jumpsuits and a thin blanket. Two 
main holding tanks held the males 
between various stages of proc- 
essing. The cell was concrete with 
a couple of concrete shelves to lay 
on. There was a toilet, a sink, and 
a phone. Cordaro briefed us on 


the importance of the “courtesy 
flush” and proper toilet paper 
conservation. “We’re in_ their 
world now,” he said. He was 
right. 

The police seemed to do eve- 
rything frustratingly, even mad- 
deningly slow. We were all sure it 
was on purpose. Sometimes 
guards even walked by and 
opened the door for a second, 
then closed it again immediately 
and walked off laughing. 

There were a lot of drunks 
with missing teeth. A few were 
really lit up and worked up at the 
police. We heard one person get 
pepper-sprayed. Two high-school 
kids were locked up for public 
intoxication and buying liquor 
with a fake ID. 

All the people I met were de- 
cent folks, poor kids from broken 
homes or poor adults who used to 
be poor kids from broken homes. 
By midnight there were twenty 
people in our 18x12 ft cell. The 
lights were on all night, no pil- 
lows, only the concrete floor and 
shelves and a thin blanket for 
comfort. 

Breakfast was horrible. I 
choked down the fruit, bread, and 
milk but had to pass on the 
(allegedly) cream of wheat. 

Magistrate court was set for 
10:30 a.m. That meant we finally 
“saw” her around 11:30 a.m. And 


be processed, we would see them 
leave, than the rest of us would 
be forgotten for a half hour. 
Cordaro keep saying, “It’s not 
about us. It’s all about them (the 
guards).” 

It was this purposeful incon- 
sistency that makes me think the 
following incident was not acci- 
dental. A guard came, got me and 
ordered me into a room to change 
clothes. I was barely in the tiny 
room a minute when they opened 
the door and a large Black inmate 
was ordered inside and told to 
strip. 

The guy had slept in my hold- 
ing tank and seemed like a pretty 
good guy for a petty criminal. 
Now he had been behind bars for 
almost 24 hours and was certainly 
searched upon arriving. But the 
guard performed a body cavity 
search on him while I had my 
back turned. None of the peace 
activists were searched like that. 

Some of the inmates Monday 
night swore that one of the Bent- 
ley brothers was in an adjacent 
cell, and I saw the man they 
claimed was him walk by a num- 
ber of times. 

The Cedar Rapids-11 were in 
the system a total of 21 hours but 
it felt like a week, a rich experi- 
ence I will remember for a long 
time to come. 
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“SHUT DOWN GUANTANAMO”/“STOP T 


January 11, 2007, “You have to 
produce the Body” before a 
Judge, or in other words, Habeas 
Corpus. This is not a new notion 
given the inception date [of Ha- 
beas Corpus] of June 15, 1215, in 
the Magna Charta forced on King 
John by English landowners at 
Runnymede. Please note the 
word “forced” for it seems that 
the rights that we as U.S. citizens 
take for granted were fought and 
toiled for by those who were op- 
pressed. This writ is basically a 
civil action against the jailer- a 
foundational principle of justice. 


Frank Cordero, Brian Terrell, 
Karla Hanson, Eddie Bloomer, 
Duncan Pierce, Chris Gaunt, 
Elton Davis and I participated in 
an attempt to file writs of Habeas 
Corpus for all Guantanamo de- 
tainees and to whole-heartedly 
stand against all use of torture. 


Elton joined at least two hun- 
dred others dressed in orange 
jumpsuits and hoods in a proces- 
sion past the Supreme Court to 
the U.S. Federal District Court. 
About three hundred un-hooded 
supporters marched along as well. 
There was a press conference, 


speeches, and  water-boarding 
simulations. Karla and Frank 
were logistical support for our 
delegation and were marching 
and photographing this event. 


At the Federal Court eighty- 
nine people had filtered in past 
the metal detectors and identifica- 
tion screening, we had passed off 
our ID’s to a lovely covert agent 
of peace and bide our time until a 
pre-arranged gathering in the 
atrium of the courthouse. All 
who entered had in hand the iden- 
tity of a person captive at Guan- 
tanamo. We would attempt to file 
a Writ of Habeas Corpus on be- 
half of each. We were prepared to 
shed our own identity in an at- 
tempt to produce our body before 
a judge in a U.S. court of law 
representing, for instance in my 
case, Adel Hassan from Sudan. 


A small group attempted to file 
a motion with Chief Judge Tho- 
mas Hogan. We were told that in 
regards to the Writs and the mo- 
tion, none could be accepted due 
to “improper formatting.” 

We all joined in singing in the 
Atrium; we read scripture from 
Isaiah and from the Gospels and 
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The Second Gilded Age: The Great Reaction in the 


By Ed Bloomer, DCW 


When I was working on the 
assembly line at General Electric 
in 1979, a boss came down one 
day and gave each worker a share 
of stock worth $3.00. I tore mine 
up and threw it in the trash. Even 
so, the company kept it on record, 
and from time to time in the 
1980s and ‘90s contacted me to 
say that the stock had split and 
increased in value. To make a 
long story short, by August 2001, 
that lonely share of GE stock had 
multiplied like capitalist loaves 
and fishes into 90 shares—now 
worth $4,500. Not being much of 
a capitalist, I gave away my to- 
tally unearned loot to my family 
or the Catholic Worker commu- 
nity. Even so, when I imagined 
from this one example just how 
much the rich, the near-rich and 
the obscenely rich must have in- 
creased their wealth during this 
time, I understand just what Mi- 
chael McHugh meant when he 
called it a Second Gilded Age. 

Anyone interested in politics, 
culture and race will certainly be 
enthralled with this book! It de- 
scribes the cycles of US History 
from the time of the First Gilded 
Age (1873-1901) to the Second a 
century later. Both were periods 
of laissez faire capitalism, of 
Robber Barons who exploited 
new technologies to establish 
giant industries such as John D. 
Rockefeller’s Standard Oil in the 
19" Century or Microsoft a hun- 
dred years later. In these capital- 
ist heydays, wealth and incomes 
are highly concentrated in the 
hands of the top 10% of the popu- 
lation, while the living standards 
for most of the population stag- 
nated or declined. Far from pro- 
tecting and defending the interests 
of the common people, politicians 
serve the oligarchy during these 
Gilded Ages, while manipulating 


the voters through the calculated |_ 
use of racism, religious and cul- | © 
tural issues, law and order and — 


. 
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Some of the 200 demonstrators in orange jumpsuits and hoods processing in Wash DC Jan 11, 2007 


prayed to “set the captives free.” 
We read the stories of some of 
these kidnapped people, none 
charged with a crime, realizing 
that most of these “detentions” 
have been the result of rewards 
given to desperate bounty hunters, 
paid for with U.S. tax dollars. 
There was a beautiful Muslim call 
to prayer that reverberated 
through this many-storied atrium 
and straight into the rulebook, 


i 


nationalism. It is no accident that | 


these capitalist heydays are also ~~ 
the heydays of right-wing popu- k 


list movements like the Ku Klux | ~ 


Klan and Moral Majority. 
McHugh compares 


perity after World War II, when 
the American Empire was at its 
strongest, also gave working peo- 
ple social democratic and modern 
liberal capitalist welfare state. 
Building on the New Deal and 
Fair Deal of the 1930s and 1940s, 
the New Frontier of John Ken- 
nedy and the Great Society Lyn- 
don Johnson created programs 
that uplifted the cities and fed the 
hungry plus Medicare, which en- 
riched the elderly with help on 
their medical expenses. As a re- 
sult of the Second Reconstruction 
of 1954-65, new laws were 
passed to protect minorities in 
voting rights, affirmative action 
and desegregation of schools and 
work places. 

In the 1968 election, the Viet- 
nam War was tearing the fabric of 
the nation apart. Nixon beat out 
Humphrey for the presidency. 
Nixon was the last president of 
the Historical Exception Period 
and the initiator of the Second 
Gilded Age. He promised to dis- 
mantle the Great Society pro- 
grams that benefited poor women 
with children the so called 
‘welfare queens’. He was effec- 
tive in manipulating the backlash 
of white voters, which Republi- 
cans called the Southern Strategy. 
Nixon also used the issue of ‘law 
and order’ to erode the gains 
which minorities and working 
people had gained during the His- 
torical Exception Period. Re- 
elected in a landslide against 


these _ 
Gilded Ages with what he calls § 
the Historical Exception Period of § 
1945-73. He shows us how pros- § 


George McGovern in 1972, only 
the Watergate break-in and his 
disgrace and his ouster from of- 
fice prevented him from estab- 
lishing a new Republican major- 
ity. Nixon self-destructed in 1974, 
but the conservative backlash 
endured and prospered despite 
this. 

Even so, with the declining 
economy and massive public dis- 
trust of government and _politi- 
cians, the Second Gilded Age was 
being ushered in. Jimmy Carter 
was elected in 1976 by labor mi- 
norities and the Old New Deal 
Coalition, but he was basically a 
moderately conservative southern 
Democrat. In the last two years of 
his term, Carter had on the draw- 
ing board massive increases in 
military spending, the neutron 
bomb, and the B-2 bomber—all 
of which robbed the poor. The 
election of Ronald Reagan in 
1980 was the High Noon of the 
Second Gilded Age, which fea- 
tured huge cuts in social spending 
longstanding hostility toward civil 
rights for minorities, the Draco- 
nian age of more prisons, tougher 
penalties and ushered in a back- 
lash against gays, feminists and 
minority rights. Reagan and his 
advisors were experts in using the 
Southern Strategy, beating Carter 
and Mondale with issues of cul- 


which seems to prohibit “Being 
political in the courthouse... it 
could influence legal proceed- 
ings.” 


We mentioned that there are 
no legal proceedings for the peo- 
ple that we represent. We were 
told that if we could be very quiet 
and take off our orange t-shirts 
that read, “SHUT DOWN 
GUANTANAMO”/’STOP TOR- 
TURE.”’we would not be arrested. 
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ture, race, flag-waving and family 
values. 

By the 1990’s, after twenty 
years of declining living stan- 
dards, the majority of voters were 
alienated from the political sys- 
tem and favored a third party can- 
didates, from Pat Buchanan on 
the right and Ralph Nader on the 
left. In the 1992 election Ross 
Perot stole enough white votes 
from George Bush Sr to hand the 
election to Bill Clinton. Like 
Carter, he was a moderately con- 
servative southern governor, who 
made promises about improved 
social programs and _ universal 
health care, but was unable to 
keep them. Once again using cul- 
tural and racial backlash issues, 
the Republicans under Newt Gin- 
grich seized both the House and 
Senate in 1994.Their Contract on 
America was a radically free mar- 
ket version of capitalism to which 
Clinton accommodated with a 
welfare ‘reform’ law that dumped 
the poor into the street. Thanks to 
this ‘triangulation’ strategy, Clin- 
ton was elected for a second term 
in 1996. By then, the Stock Mar- 
ket was riding high, although by 
2000 -2001 its bubble began to 
look deflated even before 9/11. 

This Gilded Age version of 
‘prosperity’, like that of the 1920s 
or the First Gilded Age, was con- 


Within three minutes eighty-nine 
people with and without t-shirts 
and all very quiet, were arrested. 
The end result later that evening, 
80 plus Jane/John Doe/Unknowns 
were released with court dates and 
unsigned citations. 


For more info. on the Shut Down 
Guantanamo campaign contact: 


www.witnesstorture.org 
Wwww.cageprisoners.com 


United States 1973-2000. 


centrated mostly at the top. In an 
election that further disgraced the 
political system, George Bush, Jr. 
came to power in 2000 thanks to a 
conservative majority on the Su- 
preme Court. His War on Terror 
and Second Oil War brought 
about big deficits, high inflation 
with big tax cuts and breaks to the 
rich. 

I cannot do this book justice. In 
The Second Gilded Age, Dr. Mi- 
chael McHugh has given a con- 
cise critique of the history of the 
workings of our society and po- 
litical system in an amazing way. 
This book should be read by 
scholars or anyone who is con- 
cerned about the future this coun- 
try and our world. It at least offers 
the hope that the Gilded Ages are 
cyclical and that although they 
might have seemed endless at the 
time, they have never been the 
last word in history. 


Micheal McHugh was a former 
Catholic Peace Ministry Director 
and is currently a member of the 
DMCW. His book can be pur- 
chase on Amanson.com. Or or- 
dered directly from Mike through 
the DMCW at half price. 

Mike’s e-mail address is 
mcmchugh99@yahoo.com 


